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The Wandering Star 
“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.” Matthew 2:10 

 

 Have you ever been far away from city lights and looked up into the night sky? Have you ever slept under the 

stars? People who live in big cities never have an opportunity to see what is really high above their heads every night. 

What an awesome display of God’s creation they miss. How many stars do you think you can see on a clear night? If 

you said about 5,000, you were very close. A professor at Yale University actually counted them. She used a special 

machine to measure the brightness of the stars. Those within a certain range would be the ones the human eye could 

see. She counted 9,096 stars. However, that was in the complete night sky. We only see half of it at any given time, so 

the number is closer to 4,548. That’s still a lot of stars! Now let’s go farther than what our eyes can see and begin to 

consider how many stars astronomers can see using high powered telescopes. Our planet earth and our sun are located 

in the Milky Way galaxy. A galaxy is the group of heavenly bodies, like stars and planets and moons. In our Milky Way 

galaxy there are estimated to be about 100 million stars. And that’s just one galaxy. Astronomers believe there could 

be as many as 10 trillion galaxies. That means there are about 1 septillion stars. (A one with 24 zeroes after it!) That is 

so awesome we can’t even begin to imagine how vast the universe really is. As Psalm 147:4 says, “God determines the 

number of the stars and calls them each by name.” 

 Our devotion this week is about only one star. But it was an important one. A short time after Jesus was born, 

some star gazers or Magi who lived hundreds of miles away from Bethlehem saw an unusual star they had never seen 

before. And this star was moving. They decided to follow it and see where the star led. They believed the star was a 

special sign that a new King was born. The star stopped over Jerusalem, so they asked the king about the star. He had 

his aides search the Bible for an answer. They found a verse in Micah that said a new King would be born in Bethlehem. 

 So the Magi continued following the star to Bethlehem where its light shone down on one special house. When 

they entered they found Mary and Joseph, and the baby Jesus. They bowed down to worship their new King and gave 

him precious gifts.  

 There is something very special for us in that miraculous star. The wise men whom it led to Jesus were not Jews, 

the people from whom Jesus descended. They were Gentiles, people outside the Jewish religion. God was telling the 

world that baby Jesus had come to serve all people, no matter what their race or background. Acts 28:28 speaks about 

this very thing, “I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” How 

thankful we should be that Jesus was sent for everyone. Now we will want to tell everyone! 

 

In Christ, 

Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 
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Basketball Practice: 
 Thursday, January 13: 4:00-6:00 
 

Basketball Games:  We play our first basketball games of the 

season next week. Please see details below: 

 Tuesday, January 18: We play at St. Paul, Menomonie.  
The B-Team will play at 4:00 and the A-Team will play at 5:00. 
Drivers are needed. We will leave from school at 2:15.  
 

Directions to St. Paul’s Lutheran School, 1100   9 th St. E, Menomonie 
Take US 10-W to Interstate 94-W. Take I-94 W for 35.8 miles. Take exit 
52 for US-12/WI-29. Turn right onto US-12 W/WI-29 W for 9.5 miles. 
Turn left onto 9th St E. St. Paul’s will be on the left. 
 
 Thursday, January 20: We play at St. Peter, Schofield. 
The B-Team will play at 4:30 and the A-Team will play at 5:30. 
Drivers are needed. We will leave from school at 2:30. 
 

Directions to St. Peter Lutheran School, 115 Eau Claire St., Schofield 
Follow US-10 E to WI-34 N in Carson. Take exit 208 from US-10 E. Get on 
I-39 N/US-51 N in Knowlton. Continue on I-39 N/US-51 N to Rothschild. 
Take exit 171 from WI-29 E/WI-29 Trunk E. Follow E Grand Ave to Eau 

Claire St. in Schofield. 
 

Basketball Tournament:  Please add the following tournament to 

your basketball schedules:  Saturday, March 5th, Co-Ed A Team 
Tournament at St. Mark in Eau Claire. 
 

Basketball Schedule on Website:  An updated basketball 

schedule is available on our website at the link below: 
Hornet Basketball Schedule 2021-22 
 

School Schedule:  The second quarter ends next Friday, January 

21st. We will have school as normal that day, but the public school has 
off, so the busses will run their alternate schedule for us that day. 
2nd Quarter report cards will be sent home on January 28th. 
 
Pancake Breakfast:  The Friends of St. John’s Pancake Breakfast 

will be held on Sunday, February 13th, beginning at 10:30 a.m. in the 
school gym. All of you are invited to attend. There is no charge; free-will 
offerings will go for tuition assistance to students who are attending 
WELS high schools or colleges. Watch for further details next week. 
Committee Meeting:  The committee will be meeting next Wednesday 
(1/19) at 6:00 p.m. If you’d like to help with the Pancake Breakfast, you 
are more than welcome to attend this meeting.  

Upcoming 
Events 

Thurs, Jan 13 
Bruce Mound Outing  
(Gr. 2-8) 
 
Basketball Practice 
   4:00-6:00 
 

Sun, Jan 16 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Tues, Jan 18 
Basketball Games @ St. 
Paul, Menomonie 
4:00 & 5:00 
 
Worship 6:00 pm 
 

Wed, Jan 19 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 

Thurs, Jan 20 
Basketball Games @ St. 
Peter, Schofield 
4:30 & 5:30  
 

Fri, Jan 21 
Alternate Bus Routes 
 
End of 2nd Quarter 
 

Sun, Jan 23 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Mon, Jan 24 
Dartball @ Home vs. Globe-
Christie  7:00 pm 
 

Tues, Jan 25 
Basketball Practice 
   4:00-6:00 
 
Worship 6:00 pm 
 

Wed, Jan 26 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 

Thurs, Jan 27 
Basketball Practice 
   4:00-6:00 
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Family Bruce Mound Outing:  Our 

neighboring churches of St. John’s, Christie, 
and Immanuel, Globe, are planning a tubing 
outing at Bruce Mound for Saturday, February 
5th, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. All who attend our 
school are welcome to come. A pot-luck supper 
will be available; please consider bringing food 
items along to share. 
 

State Tax Deduction:  Families can 

deduct up to $4,000 for K-8 student tuition on 
their state tax return. There is a form that 
needs to be filled out, which we have available 
in the school office. Please let us know if you 
need the form and/or a statement of your 
tuition payments for 2021. 
 

Parent-Teacher Conference Survey:  
Since we had to cancel our first quarter parent-
teacher conferences, we wanted to give 
parents an opportunity to voice their opinion 
on whether they would like to have second 
quarter parent-teacher conferences or the 
usual third quarter conferences. If we do 
second quarter conferences, those will be 
scheduled for the last week of February. If we 
do third quarter conferences, those would be 
scheduled for the first week in April. Please 
click on the link below to access the Google 
survey. Thanks for your input! 
Parent-Teacher Conference Survey Link 
 

Watertown Tournament Hotel:  We 

have reserved a block of 15 rooms at the Best 
Western (formerly Holiday Inn) in Watertown 
for the co-ed A-team basketball tournament 
March 11-12. (The block has been reserved for 
Friday night.) Rooms have two beds and 
breakfast is included.  
 
Parents, you will need to call and reserve your 
room by Friday, February 11th. To reserve 
rooms, please call 920-262-1910. In order to 
avoid any confusion with other schools, we 
have reserved the block under the name “St. 
John’s Basketball Group.” Please mention that 
whole title when reserving your room. 
 
You can also reserve online by using the 
following link: 
Watertown hotel reservation 
 

 
Carter Hannasch 

The Student of the Week is Carter Hannasch. 
Carter is in 4th Grade. He has been a 
consistently hard worker, both in his studies 
and playing sports, is respectful and helpful, 
and sets a good example for his fellow 
classmates.  

 
Congratulations Carter! 
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